Al-generated. These interlinears were produced by a large language model (Claude). Each chapter is structurally validated and self-reviewed, but the Greek text, parsing, syntactic, semantic-
force, and lexical analysis are not human-verified — useful for study and orientation, not a substitute for a critical edition, lexicon, or commentary.

GREEK TEXT - TRANSLATION - INTERLINEAR - DISCOURSE STRUCTURE

The Letter of James, Chapter 2

IAKQBOY B’

Each verse opens with the running Greek, an English translation, and a discourse
note (its connective, relation, and role in the argument). Below follows the word-
by-word breakdown in six tiers: gloss, case (color), parsing, syntax, semantic

force, and al lexical note.

cast @ Nominative (@ Genitive (@ Dative (@ Accusative (@ Vocative (@ Verb (nocase) @ Indeclinable

Discourse notes head each verse: relation - connective - clause-flow. Indentation marks prominence — flush-left = main line of argument; indented = supporting / subordinate material.

Discourse structure of the chapter

A-2:1-7 Partiality contradicts faith in the glorious Lord

The thesis command (1): hold the faith of the glorious Lord Jesus Christ without favoritism. A vivid courtroom-of-the-assembly scenario (2-4) exposes partiality
as making oneself a judge with evil thoughts. God's own choice rebukes it: he chose the poor as heirs (5), whereas the readers dishonor the poor — and it is the
rich who oppress them and blaspheme the noble Name (6-7).

B 2:8-13 The royal law and the unity of the law
If you keep the royal law, 'love your neighbor, you do well (8); but partiality is sin, a transgression (9), for the law is a seamless whole — to stumble in one point is
to be guilty of all (10-11). Therefore speak and act as those to be judged by a law of liberty (12), for judgment is merciless to the unmerciful, yet mercy triumphs
over judgment (13).



C-2:14-17 Faith without works cannot save
The governing question (14): can a faith that has no works save? The naked-and-hungry illustration (15-16) shows that bare well-wishing without provision
profits nothing; so faith by itself, having no works, is dead (17).

D 2:18-20 Faith is shown only by works
An interlocutor's challenge (18): 'You have faith, I have works' — show me your faith apart from works, and I will show you faith by my works. Even the demons
believe God is one, and shudder (19); the empty person is asked to learn that workless faith is idle (20).

E-2:21-26 Abraham, Rahab, and faith perfected by works

Two Scripture proofs: Abraham was justified by works when he offered Isaac (21), faith working with his works and being perfected by them (22), so that Gen 15:6
was fulfilled and he was called God's friend (23) — a person is justified by works and not by faith alone (24). Rahab likewise was justified by works in receiving the
messengers (25). The closing maxim: as body without spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead (26).

1 ’Adel@oi pov, ur| év tpoowroAnuiaig éxete TV oty To0 Kupiov MUV Tnood Xpiotod th¢ d6ENC.
My brothers, do not hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with acts of favoritism.

THESIS / COMMAND | asynpeTon — The section's heading command, addressed warmly (&8gAgoi pov)
and stated as a prohibition: faith in the glorious Christ and partiality are incompatible. The fronted un
év mpoownoAnuioig throws the weight on the forbidden manner.

b 7 \ pl
'AdeAgol pov un Y
brothers my not in / with
Vocative Genitive negative (with the imperative) preposition (manner)
vocative of address genitive of relationship uA: the negative of prohibition; with the ¢v + dat. of manner/attendant
present imperative €xete it forbids the circumstance: 'in an atmosphere of, while

&8eA@dc: 'brother'; James's recurring direct
address (1:2, 16, 19; 2:1, 5, 14), binding
instruction to family affection.

holding of faith in such a manner. practicing' favoritism.



=

TpocwToOAnNuYiaig
favoritism

Dative
dative of manner (object of év)

nposwroAnuia (plural, acts of
partiality'): a biblical coinage from
npdowtov Aappdvely, 'to receive the face
(LXX for Heb. nasa> panim); judging by
outward appearance — the very vice God

1

o

£xete 121\Y
hold the

Pres Act Impv 2 Pl - #w Accusative
main verb (prohibition) article

— general precept (durative present)

£xw: 'have, hold"; with trv rioty,
'hold/maintain the faith' — possess it as a
settled commitment, here qualified by

TioTLV
faith

Accusative

direct object
niotig: 'faith, faithfulness'; the chapter's
keyword (vv.1, 5, 14-26) — here the
Christian confession one holds, soon to be
tested against works.

lacks (Rom 2:11). manner.

T00 Kupiov Nu&ov ‘Incod

of the Lord our Jesus

Genitive Genitive Genitive Genitive

article objective genitive (faith in the Lord) genitive of relationship genitive in apposition to kvpiov
kUptog: 'Lord'; the object of the miotic — "Inco0g: the personal name; one of only two
faith directed toward the Lord Jesus Christ. explicit namings of Jesus in the letter (1:1;

2:1).

Xpiotol TG d6&n¢

Christ of the glory

Genitive Genitive Genitive

genitive in apposition article genitive of quality / attributive (of glory')

I Xp1otdg: 'Anointed, Messiah.

d6&a: 'glory'; the syntax is famously
debated — 'our glorious Lord, '(our Lord
Jesus Christ) of glory, or '(the) glory' in
apposition (the Shekinah-glory). The
genitive-of-quality reading 'the Lord of
glory' is adopted.



7 €av ydap €loéA0n €ig cuvaywynV LUGOV Gvrp XpLoodakTOALoG €V €00TiTL Aaumpd, e16EAON O Kal TTwWXOG
€V pUTIOPQ €007 T,
For if a man wearing gold rings and fine clothing comes into your assembly, and a poor man in

shabby clothing also comes in,

GROUND (ILLUSTRATION BEGUN) = YAP  ydp introduces the supporting scenario for the command of

v.1. A third-class condition (£av + subj.) sets up two contrasting entrants — the gold-ringed grandee

and the shabby pauper — the protasis spanning vv.2-3.

”~ ™ - N = Y

I\ \ 7 7 I
gav Yap €L0ENON elg
if for comes in into
conditional particle (3rd-class, with subj.) explanatory/causal conjunction Aor Act Subj 3 Sg - eloépyouat preposition (goal)
£av: introduces a probable/hypothetical ydp: grounds the prohibition of v.1 by verb of protasis | glc + acc. of place into which.
future condition; here a representative painting the scene that exposes its — ingressive aorist (act of entering)
('whenever') case. violation.
eloépyopat: 'come/go in, enter'; the aorist
subjunctive views the single act of entering
the assembly.
A € ~ pd A 4
ouvvaywynv VUMWYV avrp XPUO’OS(XKTUAIOC
assembly your aman gold-ringed
Accusative Genitive Nominative Nominative
object of eig possessive genitive subject predicate adjective / attributive of dvijp
cuvaywyn: 'gathering, synagogue'; the only avrip: 'man, male'; here a male visitor xpuoodaktoiog (hapax legomenon): 'gold-
NT use of this term for a Christian whose adornment marks status. fingered, wearing gold rings'; a vivid
assembly — reflecting the letter's Jewish- coinage signaling conspicuous wealth and

Christian setting (cf. ékxAnoia in 5:14). rank.



=

I

EV

in

preposition (attendant circumstance)

I £v + dat. of accompanying dress.

™

P

£00fTL Aapmnpd
clothing splendid

Dative Dative

object of év attributive adjective

€00n¢: 'clothing, raiment'; a status-marker Aapmnpdg: 'bright, shining, splendid';

in the ancient world. gleaming, costly attire — the antithesis of

purapd below.

)

P

€16€A0N
comes in

Aor Act Subj 3 Sg - eloépxouat

verb of second protasis clause
— ingressive aorist

eloépyopat: repeated for the second
entrant, balancing the two arrivals.

and
connective/contrastive conjunction

d¢: lightly contrastive, setting the poor
man over against the rich.

B

\
Kol TTWYXO0G
also a poor man
adverbial (adjunctive) Nominative

| kai: 'also' — adding the second entrant., subject of second clause

ntwyd¢: 'destitute, beggarly poor' (vs.
névng, the working poor); James's special
concern (2:5-6; 1:9-11).

pumapd

shabby

Dative

attributive adjective (fronted)

punapdg: 'dirty, filthy, shabby'; cf. the moral
sense in 1:21 (punapia) — here literal
squalid dress.

£00fT1
clothing
Dative
object of év

£001¢: repeated, the same word now
qualified by squalor.

£V
in

preposition (attendant circumstance)



3 émPAéPnre 8¢ €ml TOV popodvta TV éoOfita TV Aaumpdv kai eimnte: o0 kdOov wde KAAGDC, kol TR
TTWXG €imnre: oL oTfO1 €Kel 1 kKAOoL IO TO LTOTOd1OV Hov,
and you look with favor on the one wearing the splendid clothing and say, 'You sit here in a good

place, but to the poor man you say, 'You stand there, or, 'Sit under my footstool,

PROTASIS CONTINUED (THE PARTIAL RESPONSE)  O€  The condition's second half: the assembly's

discriminating treatment. Two contrasting commands — honored seating for the rich, demeaning
standing/floor for the poor — make the partiality concrete.

emPAePnte O i OV

you look upon and upon the one

Aor Act Subj 2 Pl émpAénw continuative conjunction preposition (with émPAénw) Accusative

verb continuing the protasis 8¢: carrying the protasis forward into its | éni + acc.: the object of the directed gaze. article (substantizing the participle)

_» constative aorist apodosis-like response.

emPAénw: 'look upon, regard with favor';
the same verb describes God's gracious
'looking' on the lowly (Luke 1:48) — here a
partial, favoring gaze.

@opodvta Vv £00fta 141\Y

wearing the clothing the

Pres Act Ptc - Acc Sg Masc - 9opéw Accusative Accusative Accusative

substantival participle (object of éni) article object of popodvra article (second attributive)
— customary present (habitual wearing) | €001¢: again the splendid garment of v.2.

@opéw: 'wear habitually' (frequentative of
@épw) — settled, customary dress, not a
one-time carrying.



Aaumpav
splendid
Accusative

attributive adjective

Aapnpdg: 'splendid'; the repeated marker of

the rich man's status.

coordinating conjunction

=

4
EIMNTE
you say

Aor Act Subj 2 P1- Aéyw

verb continuing the protasis
— constative aorist

Aéyw (aor. eimov): introduces direct speech
to the rich entrant.

\
oV

you

Nominative

emphatic subject pronoun (of kd&6ov)

oU: the expressed pronoun lends a

deferential, singling-out emphasis: 'you,

sir!

’7
kaBov
sit
Pres Mid Impv 2 Sg - kGOt

imperative within direct speech

wde
here
adverb of place

®3e: 'here' — close at hand, a place of

=

KOADC
well / in a good place
adverb of manner

kaA@g: 'well, honorably'; here 'in a good

™

=

\
Kol
but
coordinating conjunction (adversative force)

kai: linking, but pivoting to the contrasting

— command (durative present) honor. seat, the place of comfort and esteem. treatment.

KaOnua: 'sit, be seated'; the honored,

seated place.

~ S~ 24 \
TW MTTWYXW EIMNTE oL

[} 3

to the poor man you say you
Dative Dative Aor Act Subj 2 P1- Aéyw Nominative
article indirect object (substantival adj.) verb continuing the protasis emphatic subject pronoun (of atfio)

ntwx4G: the destitute man of v.2, now
addressed dismissively.

— constative aorist

Aéyw: introduces the contrasting address
to the poor man.

oU: the pronoun here carries a curt,
dismissive tone.

ot
stand
Aor Act Impv 2 Sg - Totnut

imperative within direct speech
— ingressive aorist (take your stand)

{otnut: 'stand'; the poor man is left
standing — denied a seat.

EKel
there
adverb of place

¢kel: 'there' — at a distance, away from
honor.

N

n

or

disjunctive conjunction

P

f: 'or' — offering an even lowlier
alternative.

™

P

k&Bov

sit

Pres Mid Impv 2 Sg - kGOnuat
imperative within direct speech
— command

kaOnuat: here the demeaning floor-seat
'under my footstool!



C \ 1 s /4 /4
UTTO TO UTOTOJLOV qov

under / beside the footstool my
preposition (place) Accusative Accusative Genitive
0 + acc.: "'under, beneath'; the humblest article object of vmo possessive genitive
position, at the speaker's feet. vmonéSiov: 'footstool' (U6 + Tovg); to sit
beneath it is the posture of utter
inferiority.

4 o0 diekpibnre €v £autoig Kal €yéveabe kpital dtadoyloudv movnpdv;
have you not made distinctions among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts?

APODOSIS (RHETORICAL QUESTION) | asynpeton —The condition's conclusion, cast as a rhetorical
question expecting 'yes' (00): such conduct is self-contradiction (SiekpiBnte) and a usurpation of the

judge's seat with corrupt reasoning.

oV diekpiOnre EV £QUTOTG
not you made distinctions / wavered among yourselves
interrogative negative (expecting 'yes') Aor Pass Indic 2 Pl - Siakpivw preposition (sphere) Dative
ov: in a question, anticipates an affirmative main verb | év +dat.: 'among, within! reflexive pronoun (object of €v)
answer — 'surely you have... . constative aorist ¢avt@v: 'yourselves'; the discrimination

oy . -
Sakpivw (mid./pass.): 'discriminate, make ocears 'w1t}:m the community (or 'in your
distinctions' — with a pointed double O FTHE )
sense, since the same verb means 'be

divided/doubting' (1:6); they are both

biased and inwardly split.



coordinating conjunction

=

OV PRV
evil

Genitive

attributive adjective

novnpdg: 'evil, wicked'; the reasonings are
morally corrupt — a courtroom run on
malice.

bl /4
gyeveoOe
you became

Aor Mid Indic 2 Pl - yivopat

main verb (second of the pair)
—> constative aorist

yivouat: 'become, come to be'; they have
constituted themselves as judges.

KkprTai
judges
Nominative
predicate nominative

kpitiig: 'judge'; usurping God's prerogative
(cf. 4:11-12) — they sit in judgment by
wealth, not by truth.

dxdoytoudv

of thoughts

Genitive

genitive of quality ('judges characterized by')

Sraoylopdg: 'reasoning, deliberation';
often negative in NT — calculating,
scheming thoughts.

’Akovoate, GdeA@otl pov Gyamntoi- ovy 6 0e0g €€eAé€ato TOUG TTWXOLE TG KOOUW TAOVGIoUC €V TrioTEL

kod kAnpovéuoug tfic PactAeiag fig émnyyefdato toig dyan@otv adTév;

Listen, my beloved brothers: did not God choose the poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of

the kingdom which he promised to those who love him?

GROUND (THEOLOGICAL APPEAL)

ASYNDETON

A fresh imperative (AkoVcate) opens the deeper

argument: God's electing choice of the poor exposes the readers' valuation as inverted. Another ovx-

question expects assent.



o

‘AkovoaTE adeAgot
listen brothers
Aor Act Impv 2 Pl - dkobw Vocative

main verb (imperative) vocative of address

— ingressive/urgent aorist adeAgdg: warm address, softening the

Hov
my
Genitive

genitive of relationship

ayamnntot
beloved

Vocative

attributive of adeAgpol

ayamnntég: 'beloved'; affectionate appeal as

S . . ) ke. he point h f. 1:16, 19).
axovw: 'hear, listen'; the aorist imperative rebuke James presses the point home (¢ 6,19)
calls for immediate attention — 'now hear
this!
I (4 1 7 /4
ovY 0 0g0¢ e€eAé€ato
not the God chose
interrogative negative (expecting 'yes') Nominative Nominative Aor Mid Indic 3 Sg - ékAéyouat
oOy: form of o0 before rough breathing; the article subject main verb
: s 1 1
SLESI ARE PEES e 0e6g: God, the electing agent whose values — constative aorist (the act of election)
set the standard.
ékAéyopatr: 'choose, select for oneself'; the
middle stresses God's choice for himself —
election language echoing 1 Cor 1:27-28.
\ \ ~ /4
TOoLG TTTWYXO0LG Tw KOOUW
the poor in the world
Accusative Accusative Dative Dative
article direct object (substantival adj.) article dative of reference/sphere (‘poor as to the world')
ntwydg: the destitute — the very ones the k6opog: 'world'; 'poor in the world's
readers slight, God has chosen. estimation' — contrasted with rich 'in
faith!
I4 b I4 \
TAovosioug EV MOTEL Kol
rich in faith and
Accusative preposition (sphere) Dative coordinating conjunction

object complement (chose them to be rich) ¢v + dat. of sphere: the realm of their

mhovatog: 'rich'; the paradox — materially wealth.

poor, spiritually wealthy.

dative of reference (object of év)

niotig: the sphere of true riches; the
keyword again.



”~ ™ - ™ S

kAnpovououg TG BaciAeiag 1S

heirs of the kingdom which

Accusative Genitive Genitive Genitive

second object complement article genitive (object of inheritance) relative pronoun (attracted to gen. of faciAeiog)
kAnpovdpog: 'heir'; the poor inherit the BaoiAeia: 'kingdom, reign'; the inherited &c: the relative, attracted from acc. (the
kingdom — the great reversal (cf. Matt 5:3, domain promised to those who love God. object of énnyyeilato) to the case of its
5). antecedent.

2 7 ~ b4 ~ R /4

snnyya?\(xto TO1G AYATTWOLV avtov

he promised to those who love him

Aor Mid Indic 3 Sg - émayyéAAopat Dative Pres Act Ptc - Dat Pl Masc - dyandw Accusative

verb of relative clause article (substantizing the participle) substantival participle (indirect object) direct object of ayandarv

— constative aorist — customary present (those who

haracteristically |
enayyéAouat: 'promise'; the kingdom is characteristically love)

the object of God's pledge (cf. 1:12, 'the dyandw: 'love'; "those who love him' is a
crown of life he promised'). standard designation of the faithful (1:12;
Rom 8:28).

6 OUEIC O NTIUAoATE TOV TTWXOV. 0UX 01 TAOVG101 KATAHOUVAGTEVOVGLY DUAV Kal abTol EAkovoty DUES €ig
KPLTNPL;
But you have dishonored the poor man. Is it not the rich who oppress you, and they who drag you

into courts?

CONTRAST (INDICTMENT) =~ O  Emphatic Oueic 8¢ sets the readers' conduct against God's: they
dishonor the very poor God honors. Two obx-questions then expose the folly — the rich, whom they
court, are their oppressors.



"

VMETG o

you but
Nominative adversative conjunction
emphatic subject | 8¢: sharp contrast with God's choice in v.5.

o0 (pl.): the expressed pronoun is emphatic
— 'you, by contrast!

=

NTiudoate
you dishonored

Aor Act Indic 2 Pl - atiuddw

main verb
— constative aorist

atipdlw: 'dishonor, treat with contempt';
the opposite of God's honoring election.

™oV
the

Accusative

article

MTWYOV ovY ol nAovo101

poor man not the rich

Accusative interrogative negative (expecting 'yes') Nominative Nominative

direct object (substantival adj.) ovy: introduces a question expecting article subject (substantival adj.)
ntwx6G: the poor man of the scenario, now affirmation. nAovotog: 'the rich'; here the oppressing
generalized. class — cf. the woe of 5:1-6.

KATAdUVAGTEVOVGLY VUGV Kol avtol

oppress you and they themselves

Pres Act Indic 3 Pl - kataduvaotebw Genitive coordinating conjunction Nominative

main verb of question genitive object of katadvvaoTedw

— gnomic/customary present

kataduvaotevw: 'oppress, exploit by
power'; a LXX word for the abuse of the
powerless (Amos 8:4; Wis 2:10).

intensive pronoun (subject)

avtdg: intensive, 'they themselves' — the
very ones favored are the very oppressors.

o

% €~
€Akovotv VMGG
drag you

Pres Act Indic 3 P1- éAxw Accusative

main verb of question direct object
— gnomic/customary present

€\kw: 'drag, haul'; forcible dragging to
court (cf. Acts 16:19).

€1¢
into
preposition (goal)

| €i¢ + acc. of destination.

KpiTpL1x
courts
Accusative
object of eig

kpithprov: 'lawcourt, tribunal'; the place of
judgment to which the rich haul the poor.



7 oUK avtol PAacenuololy To KaAov dvoua T0 EmKANOEY €@’ DUGG;
Is it not they who blaspheme the noble name that was invoked over you?

GROUND (CLIMAX OF INDICTMENT) | AsyNDETON A third obk-question crowns the irony: the favored
rich are the very ones who slander the Name confessed in baptism — the Name of Christ, 'invoked

over' the believers.

oUK avtol BAacpnuodotv T0
not they themselves blaspheme the
interrogative negative (expecting 'yes') Nominative Pres Act Indic 3 Pl PAacgnuéw Accusative
oUK: anticipates 'yes. intensive pronoun (subject) main verb article
avtég: intensive — 'they, the very rich! — gnomic/customary present

BAacenuéw: 'slander, blaspheme'; here
against the Name — defaming the Lord
whom believers confess.

\ v 1 bl 1
KaAov ovouo T0 EMKANOEV
noble name the invoked
Accusative Accusative Accusative Aor Pass Ptc - Acc Sg Neut - émkaAéw
attributive adjective direct object article (substantizing the participle) attributive participle (modifying vouc)
kaAdg: 'good, fine, noble'; the Name is Svopa: 'name'; the Name of Jesus (cf. Acts — constative aorist (the act of naming)
honorable and beautiful. 4:12) by which believers are called — likely

¢mkaléw (pass.): 'be called/named over'; a
Semitic idiom for ownership and belonging
(Amos 9:12; 2 Chr 7:14) — the Name was

pronounced over them, making them God's

at baptism.

own.



9
€P

over

preposition (with émxAn0év)

éni + acc. (elided ¢¢' before rough
breathing): 'over, upon!

VUGG
you

Accusative

object of éni

8 el uévror vopov teleite PactAKOV KATA TNV YPAPNV: GYATHOELS TOV TANGIOV 60U WG GEAVTOV, KAAKDG

TOLlEITE"

If, however, you fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, 'You shall love your neighbor as

yourself, you do well.

CONCESSION — STANDARD

uévrot

pévrot ("however') turns to the positive criterion: keeping the

royal law of love is right and good — but (vv.9-11) this very law condemns partiality.

M

€l
if
conditional particle (1st-class, assumed true)

el + indic.: a real condition, granting the
case for the sake of argument.

UEvTol
however
adversative particle

pévror: 'however, nevertheless'; pivots
from the indictment to the proper

vouov
law

Accusative
direct object (fronted)

vépog: 'law'; for James the law as fulfilled

)

P

teAeite
you fulfill

Pres Act Indic 2 Pl - teAéw

verb of protasis

— customary present

standard. ; —_—
I? the l'ove commandi(ctil:2s, laviof teléw: 'complete, fulfill, bring to its goal';
liberty"). . ey
not mere keeping but fully accomplishing
the law's intent.
1 \ A 4
B(XO’I)\IKOV KATX mv YPaPNnv
royal according to the Scripture
Accusative preposition (standard) Accusative Accusative
attributive adjective katd + acc.: 'according to, in conformity article object of kard

BaciAikdg: 'royal, kingly'; the law of the
King (BaciAeia, v.5), supreme and sovereign
— the love-command as the law's crown.

with!

ypaon: 'Scripture, writing'; introduces the
Lev 19:18 citation.



AYQTIOELG

you shall love

Fut Act Indic 2 Sg - dyandw

imperatival future (citation)

— imperatival future (binding command)

ayamndw: the future-as-imperative of Lev
19:18 LXX, the great love-command Jesus
joined to Deut 6:5 (Mark 12:31).

™

P

™oV
the

Accusative

article (substantizing the adverb)

nAnoiov
neighbor

Accusative

direct object (substantival adverb)

nAnoiov: '(the) neighbor' (adverb 'near’

used as noun); the fellow human one is
bound to love.

oov
your

Genitive

possessive genitive

L¢

WG
as
comparative particle

G: 'as, like'; the measure of love — one's
own self,

O &l d¢ mpoowmoAnunteite, apaptiav pyalecde EAeyxopevot 1o To0 VOUOL w¢ TtapaPdtat.

GEAUTOV

yourself

Accusative

reflexive (object of comparison)

ogavtod: 'yourself'; the standard of
neighbor-love.

KOADC
well
adverb of manner

kaA@g: 'well, rightly'; you do honorably —
but only if love is impartial.

But if you show partiality, you are committing sin, being convicted by the law as transgressors.

CONTRAST (THE NEGATIVE CASE)

8¢  The counter-condition: partiality is no neutral courtesy but

sin, and the very law just cited convicts the offender as a napapdrng — setting up the unity-of-the-law

argument.

™

=

TIOLEITE

you do

Pres Act Indic 2 Pl moiéw
apodosis verb

— customary present

notéw: 'do, act'; the verdict 'you do well' on
genuine law-keeping.




”~ ™

el O TPOCWTOANUTTEITE auaptiov

N ™ -

if but you show partiality sin
conditional particle (1st-class) adversative conjunction Pres Act Indic 2 Pl - tpocwmoAnuntéw Accusative
el + indic.: real condition, granting the 8é: contrasts partiality with the law- verb of protasis direct object (fronted)
SEf PR e keeping of v.8. — customary present apaptia: 'sin'; partiality is squarely

2 I categorized as sin, not mere social lapse.
nposwnoAnuntéw (hapax, denominative of

nposwmoArjuntng): 'show favoritism' — the
verb cognate with the noun of v.1, sealing
the inclusio.

2 7 2 14 g \ ~

EPY(XZEO' O¢c 8A8YXO]~[8V01 UTTO TOoL

you commit being convicted by the

Pres Mid Indic 2 Pl - €pyd&Copat Pres Pass Ptc - Nom Pl Masc - éAéyxw preposition (agent) Genitive

apodosis verb adverbial participle (manner/attendant Um6 + gen.: marks the agent of the passive article
circumstance) \eyxduevor.

— customary present

» | 6 — concomitant present
gpydlopar: 'work, do, commit'; cognate

with £pya ('works') — pointed in a chapter g\éyxw: 'convict, expose, reprove'; the law
on works, here the work of sin. exposes the offender — its juridical
function (cf. John 16:8).

”~ ™ ™ - )

7 ¢ 7
VOuoUL WG napafatot
law as transgressors
Genitive comparative particle (predicate) Nominative
genitive of agency w¢: 'as’; classifies the convicted under a predicate nominative (with a)
category.

véuog: the same royal law of v.8, now napapding: 'transgressor, lawbreaker' (one
functioning as accuser. who 'steps across'); the legal verdict on

partiality.



10 Gotig yap SAov TOV VOuoV Thprion, tTaion d¢ €v €vi, yEyovev mavtwy €voxog.

For whoever keeps the whole law but stumbles in one point has become guilty of all of it.

GROUND (UNITY OF THE LAW) = Y&P  Ydp grounds v.9: the law is an indivisible whole because the one

Lawgiver stands behind every command (v.11). To break one is to break the law as such.

~ = - ™ -~ N

(74 \ (74 1
00TIG yap OAov OV
whoever for whole the
Nominative explanatory/causal conjunction Accusative Accusative
indefinite relative (subject) | Yép: grounds the verdict of v.9. attributive adjective (predicate position) article
Sotig: 'whoever, anyone who'; generalizing GAog: 'whole, entire'; the totality of the law
— any law-keeper. is in view.
14 4 7 6 \
vouov Tnpnon mTaion €
law keeps stumbles but
Accusative Aor Act Subj 3 Sg - tnpéw Aor Act Subj 3 Sg - ntaiw adversative conjunction
direct object of tnprion verb of indefinite relative clause verb of relative clause (contrasting) O¢: sets the single failure against the whole
vouog: the whole law as a unity. — constative aorist (hypothetical) — constative aorist keeping.
péw: 'keep, observe, guard'; the diligent ntaiw: 'stumble, trip, fail'; a metaphor for
observance of the law's whole. moral lapse (cf. 3:2; 2 Pet 1:10).
bl [ 4 7 7 7
EV EAYA S YEYOVEV TTAVTWV
in one point has become of all
preposition (reference) Dative Perf Act Indic 3 Sg - yivopat Genitive
I ¢v + dat.: 'in respect of one point! dative of reference (object of £v) main verb (apodosis) genitive (with &oyog, 'liable for')
€iG: 'one'; a single commandment — one — consummative perfect (resultant state) nag: 'all'; guilty 'of all, i.e. of the law as a
stumble undoes the whole. whole — its seamless authority.

yivouau (perf.): 'has become and so stands';
the perfect stresses the abiding state of
guilt.



£voxoG
guilty / liable
Nominative
predicate nominative

gvoxog: 'liable, guilty, answerable'; a legal
term (Matt 26:66) — held accountable to
the whole.

11 6 yap eimddv: un porxevong, einev kai- un govevong €i 8¢ ol uorxevelc, poveveic 8¢, yéyovag mapapdtng

vouov.

For the one who said, 'Do not commit adultery, also said, 'Do not murder. Now if you do not commit

adultery but you do murder, you have become a transgressor of the law.

GROUND (ONE LAWGIVER) = YAP  ydp proves v.10 from the law's single author: the same God forbade
both adultery and murder, so breaking one defies the one will behind all — making the offender a

napapdrng regardless of the rest.

0 Yap EIMWV

the one for who said

Nominative explanatory/causal conjunction Aor Act Ptc - Nom Sg Masc - Aéyw
article (substantizing the participle) y&p: grounds the unity-of-law claim in the substantival participle (subject)

Lawgiver's unity. . .
g 3 — constative aorist

Aéyw: 'say'; 'the one who said' = God, the

single Lawgiver (cf. 4:12).

un
not

negative (prohibition)

| un: with the aorist subjunctive, prohibitive.



=

UOLXEVONG
you shall commit adultery

Aor Act Subj 2 Sg - poixevw

prohibitive subjunctive (citation)

— prohibition (aorist subj.)

Hoixevw: 'commit adultery'; the seventh

™

P

EITEV
he said

Aor Act Indic 3 Sg - Aéyw

main verb

— constative aorist

Aéyw: the same speaker uttered both

/4

KAl
also
adverbial (adjunctive)

Kat: 'also' — adding the second command
from the same mouth.

\
un
not
negative (prohibition)

| un: prohibitive.

commandment (Exod 20:14 / Deut 5:18 commands.

LXX).
QOVELGTIG el O¢ oV
you shall murder if now / but not

Aor Act Subj 2 Sg - povedw

prohibitive subjunctive (citation)
— prohibition (aorist subj.)

@ovevw: 'murder, kill'; the sixth

commandment (Exod 20:13). The order
(adultery, then murder) follows the LXX of

conditional particle (1st-class)

| €1 + indic.: real condition.

transitional conjunction

| d¢: drawing the application.

negative (indicative)

| oU: negates the indicative poixeveig.

Deut 5.
UOLXEVELG QOVEVELG O YEyovag
you commit adultery you murder but you have become

Pres Act Indic 2 Sg - poixevw

verb of protasis

— customary present

one command.

poxevw: the hypothetical case of keeping

Pres Act Indic 2 Sg - govedw

verb of second protasis clause

— customary present

¢povevw: while breaking the other — one

breach makes a transgressor.

adversative conjunction (postpositive)

d¢: contrasting the kept command with the
broken.

=

napaPang
a transgressor

Nominative

predicate nominative

already given in v.9, now proved.

napaPdrng: 'lawbreaker'; the verdict

™

P

VOuoUL
of the law

Genitive

objective genitive

véuog: the law transgressed as a whole.

Perf Act Indic 2 Sg - yivopat

main verb (apodosis)
— consummative perfect (resultant state)

yivoua (perf.): 'you have become and so
stand' — the abiding status of transgressor.



12 oUtwg AaAeite kal oUtw( Toleite WG 01 vOpou éAeubepiag uéANovteg kpivesOar.

So speak and so act as those who are about to be judged by a law of liberty.

EXHORTATION (CONCLUSION) | ASYNDETON  OUTWG ... oUtwg draws the practical conclusion of vv.8-11:

let speech and deed match the coming judgment, which is administered by the 'law of liberty" (cf.

1:25).
oUTWG AaAeite Kal oUTWG
sO speak and O
adverb of manner (with AaAgite) Pres Act Impv 2 Pl AaAéw coordinating conjunction adverb of manner (with noieite)
oUtwg: 'thus, in this way'; pointing to the main verb (imperative) oUtwg: repeated, binding word and deed
manner set by the coming judgment. — general precept (durative present) together.
AaAéw: 'speak’; James's concern with
speech (1:19; 3:1-12) is woven in.
TolEiTE WG did vOuou
act as by / through alaw
Pres Act Impv 2 Pl - motéw comparative particle (with participle) preposition (means/instrument) Genitive
main verb (imperative) o¢: 'as'; introducing the self-understanding 316 + gen.: 'by means of"; the law of liberty genitive (object of dict)

— general precept (durative present) that should govern conduct.

notéw: 'do, act'; word and deed — the doer
of the word (1:22).

as the measure of judgment.

véuog: the standard of the coming
judgment.



g\evOepiag uéAAovteg kpivesOat

of liberty being about to be judged
Genitive Pres Act Ptc - Nom Pl Masc - uéAw Pres Pass Infin - kpivw
genitive of quality (a law characterized by substantival/predicate participle (with &) complementary infinitive (with ué\\ovreg)
liberty') . ) . g
— futuristic present (impending) — durative present
€hevBepia: 'freedom'; the 'law of liberty' , : ) . L e L
(1:25) — the gospel-shaped law that frees UéMw: 'be about to, be destined to'; the kpivw: 'judge'; the eschatological judgment
certainty and nearness of the judgment. before which all conduct stands.

by being kept in love and mercy.

13 1 yap kpioig avéAEOG T Un TotoavTl EAE0G KATAKAUXATAL EAEOG KPIoEWC.

For judgment is without mercy to the one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.

GROUND (PRINCIPLE OF JUDGMENT) | YAP  ydp grounds v.12: the standard is mercy. The merciless face
merciless judgment; but mercy (in the merciful) gloriously prevails over judgment — a beatitude-like
reversal (Matt 5:7).

~ = - ™ -~ ™ -~

3 \ ’ y 7
M yap KpLo1g§ avéleog
the for judgment without mercy
Nominative exPlanatory/ causal conjunction Nominative Nominative
article | yép: grounds the exhortation of v.12. subject predicate adjective
kpiowg: judgment'; the final verdict, here &véheog (hapax; alt. dvilewg): 'merciless';
meted by the same measure one uses. the privative - + €\eog — judgment shows

the unmerciful no mercy.

~ \ U4 b4
W un TTONoaVTL 8)\80§
to the one not having shown mercy
Dative negative (with participle) Aor Act Ptc - Dat Sg Masc - motéw Accusative
article (substantizing the participle) ur: negates the substantival participle — substantival participle (dat. of disadvantage) direct object of motrjoarvrt

1 H 1
the one not having shown. —> constative aorist €\eog: 'mercy, compassion'; the chapter's

answer to partiality — mercy to the lowly.
notéw: 'do, show'; oieiv €Aeog, 'to show P Y Y Y

mercy' (a LXX idiom, Luke 10:37).



KATAOKXLXATAL
triumphs over

Pres Mid Indic 3 Sg - katakavxdouat
main verb

— gnomic present (timeless truth)

Katakavydopat: 'boast against,
triumph/exult over'; mercy 'has the last
laugh' over judgment (cf. 3:14).

£\eog

mercy

Nominative

subject of katakavydrol

€\eog: mercy, now personified as the victor
over judgment.

KPLOEWG

over judgment

Genitive

genitive (object of karakavydral)

kpiowg: judgment, the thing over which
mercy triumphs.

14 Tito 6¢elog, GdeA@ol pov, Eav TioTv Aéyn TIg XLy, Epya O¢ ur €xn; un dvvatat 1 ToTIg o®oat avToV;

What is the benefit, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that

faith save him?

THESIS QUESTION (NEW SECTION)

ASYNDETON

The governing question of the faith-and-works unit:

a 'faith' that produces no works is useless, and the ufj-question (expecting 'no') already implies it

cannot save. 1] tiotic ('that faith, articular) points back to the merely-claimed faith.

Ti 0 d@elog adeAgoti

what the benefit brothers

Nominative Nominative Nominative Vocative

interrogative pronoun (predicate) article subject (of implied verb) vocative of address
tig: 'what'; opening a rhetorical question of Spehog: 'advantage, profit, benefit'; 'what &deA@dg: warm address opening the new
profit. good is it?" (cf. v.16; 1 Cor 15:32). section.

pov 4V TLoTIV Aéyn

my if faith says

Genitive conditional particle (3rd-class) Accusative Pres Act Subj 3 Sg - AMéyw

genitive of relationship

| €av + subj.: hypothetical case.

object of &ew (fronted)

niotig: here a merely professed faith, the
topic under scrutiny.

verb of protasis
— customary present

Aéyw: 'say, claim'; the issue is a claim —
'says he has' — not necessarily a reality.



”~ = - ™ )

g Exewv Epya O¢

someone to have works but
Nominative Pres Act Infin - éxw Accusative adversative conjunction
subject of Aéyn infinitive of indirect discourse (after Aéyn) object of & (fronted) 8¢: the crucial contrast — claim without
T1G: 'someone, anyone'; the hypothetical — durative present £pyov: 'work, deed'; the chapter's other deed.
claimant. #y: 'have, possess'; the claim of possessing keyword — concrete acts, esp. of mercy
faith, (vv.15-16).

~ - - ™ - -

un £xn un duvartat

not he has surely not is able
negative (with subjunctive) Pres Act Subj 3 Sg - €xw interrogative negative (expecting 'no’) Pres Mid Indic 3 Sg - d0vapat
un: negates the subjunctive &xy in the verb of second protasis clause un: in a question, anticipates a negative main verb of question
conditional. — customary present answer — 'it cannot, can it?' — stative present
| #xw: 'have'; the absence of works. Svvauat: 'be able, can'; the power to save is
denied to workless faith.
| TLOTIC ool avToV
the faith to save him
Nominative Nominative Aor Act Infin - 6¢){w Accusative
article (anaphoric, 'that faith') subject of Svvaron complementary infinitive (with §vvarat) direct object of c@oat
the article points back: 'the faith [just niotig: 'that faith' — the merely-professed — constative aorist
described]! i.e. the bare claim. kind, which cannot save.

olw: 'save, rescue'; eschatological
salvation — what bare faith cannot
accomplish.

15 €av adeA@og 1 ddeA@r) yupvol UapXwotv Kol AELTOUEVOL TG EQPMUEPOL TPOPTIG,
If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food,

ILLUSTRATION (PROTASIS) = ASYNDETON A concrete test-case (3rd-class condition) begins: a fellow

believer in destitution — naked and starving — sets up the hollowness of mere words (v.16).



=

gav
if
conditional particle (3rd-class)

I €av + subj.: hypothetical case.

™

P

adeA@og
a brother
Nominative
subject

adeA@dg: a fellow believer — the need is
within the family of faith.

or

disjunctive conjunction

| : 'or'; including women, notably named.

adeAon

a sister

Nominative

subject (second of pair)

adeh@n: 'sister'; the explicit inclusion
underscores the breadth of the obligation.

=

yvuvol
ill-clothed
Nominative
predicate adjective

youvég: 'naked, here 'poorly/scantily
clothed' (lacking proper covering); cf. Job
22:6; Matt 25:36.

™

P

UTIAPX WOV
are

Pres Act Subj 3 Pl - vndpxw

verb of protasis
— stative present

undpyw: 'be, exist, be in a state'; a fuller 'to
be, here their settled condition of want.

coordinating conjunction

Aeimouevol

lacking

Pres Mid Ptc - Nom Pl Masc - Aeinw
predicate participle (with vndpxwotv)
— stative present

Aeinw (mid./pass.): 'lack, be destitute of";
cf. 1:4-5 (lacking nothing / lacking
wisdom).

Thg
the

Genitive

article

£Pnuépov
daily
Genitive

attributive adjective

gpnuepog (hapax): 'for the day, daily'; the
day's necessary ration — cf. émiovotog, Matt
6:11.

TPOPTiG
food

Genitive

genitive of separation (object of Aeiduevor)

Tpo@n: 'nourishment, food'; the basic
sustenance they lack.



16 €inn &€ tig avtoiq €€ LUV Lrdyete €v elpriv, Oepuaivesde kai xoptdaleobe, un dGOte 8¢ adTOIG T
emTrdel TOO 6WUATOC, Ti TO BPEAOC;
and one of you says to them, 'Go in peace, be warmed and be filled, but does not give them the

things needed for the body, what is the benefit?

ILLUSTRATION (APODOSIS + QUESTION) | O  The condition's response: pious words ('be warmed and

filled") without the provision they name. The repeated ti to 8peAog (v.14) clinches the analogy —
words without deeds profit nothing.

24 V4 R ~
e O¢ Ti1C avTo1g
says and someone to them
Aor Act Subj 3 Sg- Aéyw continuative conjunction Nominative Dative
verb continuing the protasis | 8¢: carrying the scenario forward. subject of eimy indirect object
— constative aorist | 71g: 'one' (of you).

I Aéyw: 'say'; the empty verbal response.

€€ VuGV UTIAYETE v

of / from you go in

preposition (partitive) Genitive Pres Act Impv 2 Pl - Ondyw preposition (manner)

I &k + gen.: partitive, 'one from among you.! partitive genitive (object of &) imperative within direct speech | ¢v + dat. of manner.

— command

Undyw: 'go away, depart'; the dismissive
blessing 'go in peace' (cf. Mark 5:34) — here
hollow.



=

eipfivn

peace

Dative

dative of manner (object of év)

elpfvn: 'peace’ (Heb. shalom, well-being); a
customary parting-word, ironic here.

"

P

Oepuaivesde
be warmed

Pres Mid Impv 2 Pl - Oepuaive coordinating conjunction

imperative within direct speech
— command

Bepuaivw (mid.): 'warm oneself, be
warmed'; addressing the nakedness — but

xoptaleoOe

be filled

Pres Mid Impv 2 Pl - xoptdlw
imperative within direct speech
— command

xoptdlw: 'fill, satisfy with food' (orig. of
fodder); addressing the hunger — but

supplying no clothing. giving no food.
un ddte o¢ avToiG
not you give but to them
negative (with subjunctive) Aor Act Subj 2 Pl - §iSwut adversative conjunction Dative
I un: negates the subjunctive d@rte. verb of protasis (the failure to act) d¢: contrasting the words with the absent indirect object

— constative aorist el

didwyt: 'give'; the withheld deed that

empties the words.
T« ¢mndeia 100 CWOMATOC
the things necessities of the body
Accusative Accusative Genitive Genitive
article (substantizing the adjective) direct object of §cte (substantival adj.) article objective/possessive genitive

¢mtndelog: 'necessary, suitable'; 'the things
needful' for bodily life.

=

4
Tl
what
Nominative
interrogative pronoun (predicate)

Tig: 'what'; the refrain of futility.

"

P

=y &

T0 O@elog

the benefit

Nominative Nominative

article subject (of implied verb)

Spehog: 'profit'; the answer is plainly
'none' — as with workless faith.

o®ua: 'body'; the bodily needs — clothing
and food — left unmet.



17

So also faith, if it does not have works, is dead by itself.

CONCLUSION (OF ILLUSTRATION)

ASYNDETON

oUTwG Kal 1 TioTig, €av un €xn €pya, Vekpd €0ty Kab’ Eautnyv.

oUtwg kai draws the lesson: as words without deeds

are useless, so faith without works is dead — not weak but lifeless, 'by itself' (kaf' £avtAiv), having

nothing to enliven it.

oUTWG
SO
adverb of manner (drawing analogy)

oUtwg: 'thus, in this way'; applying the
illustration to faith.

Kol
also
adverbial (adjunctive)

| kai: 'also' — 'so too faith.

=

n
the

Nominative

article

™

=

TOTIG
faith
Nominative
subject

| niotig: faith — the kind that lacks works.

£QV
if
conditional particle (3rd-class)

I €av + subj.: hypothetical.

i
not

negative (with subjunctive)

| un: negates €xn.

€xn

it has
Pres Act Subj 3 Sg - &€xw

verb of protasis
— customary present

| #xw: 'have'; the absence of works.

v
Epya
works
Accusative

direct object of &n

gpyov: deeds — the life-sign of genuine
faith.

VEKPGX
dead
Nominative
predicate adjective

vekpdg: 'dead, lifeless'; the verdict —
repeated at vv.20 (var.), 26. Not merely
deficient but a corpse.

-

&

£0TIV

is

Pres Act Indic 3 Sg - eiui
copula

— stative present

eiui: 'be'; the equative verb of the verdict.

~

Kao’
by
preposition (with reflexive)

katd + acc. (elided kaf' before rough
breathing): 'with respect to itself, in and of
itself!

™

=

£avtiv

itself

Accusative

reflexive pronoun (object of katd)

£avtod: 'itself'; 'by/in itself' — faith left to
itself, with no works, is a dead thing.



18 ’AAN €pel tig oU mioTiv £XElg, KAYW Epya £xw O€IEGV Hot TV TOTLV 60V XWPIE TAOV EpywV, KAYW oot
dei€w €x TV Epywv pov TNV mioTiv.
But someone will say, "You have faith, and I have works. Show me your faith apart from works, and I

will show you my faith by my works.

DIATRIBE (OBJECTION AND REBUTTAL) = GAAQ A diatribe interlocutor is introduced (2pei T1g). The

famously thorny exchange ends with James's challenge: faith is invisible apart from works; only works
can display it — so 'faith alone' cannot be demonstrated at all.

Lok Epet g oV
but will say someone you
adversative conjunction Fut Act Indic 3 Sg - Aéyw Nominative Nominative
&ANG (elided): introduces the objector's main verb subject of épei emphatic subject
voice (diatribe style). — predictive future 71g: the imagined interlocutor of the oU: emphatic, setting 'you' over against 'l
Méyw (fut. ép®): 'will say'; the anticipated CEELE
objection.
TOTLV EXELG KAYW Epya
faith you have and [ works
Accusative Pres Act Indic 2 Sg - €xw Nominative Accusative
direct object of &eig verb (within the objection) crasis (kad €yd)), emphatic subject direct object of &w
niotig: the faith claimed by the one party. — stative present Kayw: crasis of kai €y, 'and I' — the €pyov: deeds claimed by the other.

| #w: "have! contrasting party who has works.



=

w
I have

Pres Act Indic 1 Sg - €xw

verb (within the objection)

— stative present

™

P

deilov
show

Aor Act Impv 2 Sg - deikvout

main verb (imperative, James's rebuttal)

— ingressive aorist (do it now)

pot

to me

Dative

indirect object

Vv
the

Accusative

article

I #xw: 'have! deikvout: 'show, demonstrate'; the
challenge — exhibit a faith with no works
to display it (an impossibility).
TOTLV oov XWPIG TV
faith your apart from the
Accusative Genitive improper preposition (+ gen.) Genitive
direct object of dei&ov possessive genitive xwpic: 'apart from, without'; the key term article
I i i et o ghar. — faith 'without' works (cf. vv.20, 26).
i v 1( bl 4 7

EPYWV Kayw ool 581{(&)
works and I to you [ will show
Genitive Nominative Dative Fut Act Indic 1 Sg - Selkvout
object of ywpis crasis (kal éyw), emphatic subject indirect object main verb

£pyov: the works absent from the bare ka&y: 'and I' (James) — over against the — predictive future

faith. objector. deikvopr: 'show'; James can display his

faith — precisely by his works.
i bl 1 ~ v

€K TWV EPYWV qov
by / from the works my
preposition (source/means) Genitive Genitive Genitive

£k + gen.: 'from, by means of'; works as the article object of éx possessive genitive

evidence from which faith is shown.

| €pyov: the works that make faith visible.



”~ ™ - )

121\Y TioTY

the faith
Accusative Accusative
article direct object of Seiéw

| niotig: the faith displayed through works.

19 o0 motevelg Ot 1¢ €0Tiv 0 BeC; KAADG TOLETG KAl TX dAIUOVIX TTIGTEVOVGLV KAl PPIGGOUTLY.

You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe — and shudder.

REDUCTIO (ORTHODOX CREED INSUFFICIENT) | AsynpetoN The Shema‘ ('God is one, Deut 6:4) is the
bedrock confession — yet mere assent to it is shared by demons, who tremble. Right belief without

works is no more saving than the demons' terror.

~ ™ - ™ ~ ~

oL TMOTEVELG oqul €1

you you believe that one

Nominative Pres Act Indic 2 Sg - miotedw conjunction (content clause) Nominative

emphatic subject main verb | 8t introduces the content of belief. predicate adjective
ov: emphatic — addressing the objector — stative/customary present €ic: 'one'; the heart of the Shema® — God's
who prizes bare belief. unity (Deut 6:4).

motevw: 'believe'; here mere credal assent
(believe that), not entrusting faith.

£oTIV 0 0g0¢ KAAQDG

is the God well

Pres Act Indic 3 Sg - elp{ Nominative Nominative adverb of manner

copula article subject of éoT1v kaA®g: 'well'; a half-ironic commendation

— stative present | 0ed¢: God, confessed as one. — the creed is true, but insufficient.

elpi: 'is'; the confession's verb.



”~ ™ ™ - )

TO1ETG Kol T«
you do even the
Pres Act Indic 2 Sg - Totéw adverbial (ascensive ‘even') Nominative
main verb kai: ascensive, 'even' — pressing the point article
— customary present to its extreme.
notéw: 'do'; 'you do well' to believe it — but
belief alone is not enough.
TMOTEVOVGLY Kol @plocovoLy
believe and shudder

Pres Act Indic 3 Pl - motedw coordinating conjunction Pres Act Indic 3 P1 - gpicow

main verb main verb

— stative present — customary present

motevw: the demons too grant the truth of
monotheism — credal assent without
saving trust.

@pioow (hapax in NT): 'bristle, shudder
with dread'; the demons' belief produces
terror, not obedience — vividly
outstripping the objector's bare faith.

20 0éAeig d¢ yvdval, W GvOpWIE KEVE, OTL 1] TLOTIG XWPIG TOV EPYWV dpyn €0TLV;

Do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is idle?

TRANSITION (TO THE PROOFS) = O€ A direct address (& &v@pwme kevé) turns to the Scripture proofs.
The thesis is restated — workless faith is &pyn ('idle, ineffective') — and Abraham and Rahab are about

to demonstrate it.

daudvia
demons
Nominative
subject

Saruéviov: 'demon, evil spirit'; their
orthodoxy (they 'know' God, Mark 1:24)
saves them not at all.



™ N ™

0éAerg ¢ yvdval @

do you want but / now to know 0
Pres Act Indic 2 Sg - 0éAw transitional conjunction Aor Act Infin - yiv&okw interjection (with vocative)
main verb of question 8¢: turning to the demonstration from complementary infinitive (with 6éAei) &: the emphatic vocative particle, here
— stative present Scripture. — ingressive aorist (come to know) with a note of reproach.
0éA\w: 'wish, want'; rhetorical — 'are you ywvaokw: 'know, recognize'; come to
willing to be shown?' acknowledge the proven point.
avOpwmne KEVE ot |
man empty / foolish that the
Vocative Vocative conjunction (content clause) Nominative
vocative of address attributive of dvOpwrne | Stv introduces what is to be known. article
GvOpwmnog: 'man, person'; the diatribe's kevdg: 'empty, hollow, senseless'; 'empty-
interlocutor, addressed bluntly. headed' — like the man whose faith is

empty of works (cf. Matt 5:22, paxd).

7 \ ~ v
TMOTIC XWP1E TV EPYWV
faith without the works
Nominative improper preposition (+ gen.) Genitive Genitive
subject | xwpic: 'apart from'; the recurring qualifier. article object of ywpis
niotig: faith — again the kind without | £pyov: the absent works.
works.

b4 4 2

apymn EOTIV

idle / ineffective is

Nominative Pres Act Indic 3 Sg - eiui

predicate adjective copula
apydg (&- + €pyov): 'idle, unproductive, — stative present

workless' — a pointed pun: faith without L,
L : P p' . elul: 'is'; the verb of the verdict.
€pya is itself 'work-less. The older reading;
later witnesses read vekpd ('dead, from

v.26).



21 "APpadu 6 matnp NUOV oUK €€ Epywv £d1ka1wOn dvevéykag Toadk TOV vidv abTol nl TO Busiaotriplov;
Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac upon the altar?

SCRIPTURE PROOF 1 (ABRAHAM) | asynpeTon —The first proof, framed as an oUk-question expecting
'yes': Abraham was justified ¢€ £pywv — the offering of Isaac (Gen 22) being the climactic deed in

which his faith was enacted and vindicated.

= - ™ - ™ -~

7 \ [ 4 \ (4 ~
ABP(X(XIJ (0} AT P nuwyv
Abraham the father our
Nominative Nominative Nominative Genitive
subject article apposition to APpadu genitive of relationship
‘APpacdy: indeclinable proper name; the natfip: 'father'; 'our father Abraham' — the
paradigm of faith (Gen 15:6) — invoked, as patriarch of the people of faith.

by Paul, but to a complementary end.

I b v bl ’
oUK &€ Epywv £dkarwon
not by works was justified
interrogative negative (expecting 'yes') preposition (source/basis) Genitive Aor Pass Indic 3 Sg - Sikatéw
I oUK: anticipates 'yes. €k + gen.: 'from, on the basis of'; the same object of € main verb
phrase Paul uses (Rom 3:20) — James means £pyov: deeds; here the obedient offering of — constative aorist
the works that consummate faith. e,

Sikatdw: 'justify, declare/show righteous';
James's sense ('shown/vindicated as

righteous') complements rather than

contradicts Paul's forensic sense —

Abraham's faith was openly proved

genuine.
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XVEVEYKUC Icaak TovV vloV

having offered up Isaac the son

Aor Act Ptc - Nom Sg Masc * ava@épw Accusative Accusative Accusative

adverbial participle (temporal/means) direct object of avevéykag article apposition to Toadk

— coincident aorist (the act constituting the loadk: indeclinable proper name; the vidg: 'son'; 'his son' — heightening the cost
justifying) promised son, offered in obedience. of the obedience.

avagépw: 'bring up, offer up'; the
sacrificial term — Abraham 'offered up'
Isaac (Gen 22:2, 9 LXX).

k) ~ bl \ 1 4
auTov €Ml TO Ouo LXCTH POV
his upon the altar
Genitive preposition (place) Accusative Accusative
possessive genitive | éni + acc.: 'upon, onto. article object of éni

Buotaotripiov: 'altar' (LXX coinage from
Buoia); the place of the offering on Moriah.

22 PAEmeig Ot 1] mioTig GUVPYEL TOTG €pyolg aOTOD KAl €K TOV €pywV 1) TOTIG £TEAELWDON,
You see that faith was working together with his works, and by the works faith was perfected,

INFERENCE (FAITH AND WORKS COOPERATE) = AsynpeToN The lesson drawn from Abraham: faith and
works are not rivals but partners — faith suvrjpyet ('worked with') his deeds, and was

'completed/perfected' by them. Faith reaches its goal in obedient action.

”~ ™ ™ -

BAémerg ot M TLOTIC
you see that the faith

Pres Act Indic 2 Sg - pAénw conjunction (content clause) Nominative Nominative
main verb | v introduces the observed truth. article subject

niotig: Abraham's faith, here cooperating
with his deeds.

— customary present

BAénw: 'see, perceive'; 'you can see for

yourself' — the proof is plain.
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OLVIpYEL TOo1G EPYo1g auTov
was working together the works his
Impf Act Indic 3 Sg - cuvepyéw Dative Dative Genitive
main verb article dative of association (with auvripyet) possessive genitive
— progressive imperfect (ongoing | £pyov: his deeds — the partner of faith.
cooperation)

ovvepyéw: 'work together with, cooperate';
faith and works act in concert — the
imperfect pictures the sustained
partnership.
\ b ~ v
KAl €K Twv EPYWV
and by the works
coordinating conjunction preposition (means/source) Genitive Genitive
€k + gen.: 'from, by means of'; works as that article object of &k
by which faith is completed. | €pyov: the deeds that bring faith to its goal.
(4 7 bl ’
n TOoTIC ETeA 1w 9]1
the faith was perfected
Nominative Nominative Aor Pass Indic 3 Sg - teAerdw
article subject main verb

| niotig: faith, the thing perfected.

— constative aorist

teAeléw: 'bring to completion, perfect,
mature'; faith reaches its intended end
(téhog) in works — not added to, but
consummated (cf. teAéw, v.8; 1:4).



23 Kat EmAnpwon 1 ypaen 1 Aéyovoa: émiotevoev 8¢ APpady t@ 0@, kat EAoyicbn adtd £ig dikatoovvny,

Kat @ilog B0l EkAnon.

and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, 'And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as
righteousness, and he was called the friend of God.

SCRIPTURE FULFILLED (GEN 15:6) KL Gen 15:6 — the very text of justification by faith — is said to
be 'fulfilled' in the offering of Isaac: the faith credited as righteousness was the faith later enacted at

Moriah. The honorific 'friend of God' crowns it.

~ - ™

Kal ENANPWON 1

and was fulfilled the

coordinating conjunction Aor Pass Indic 3 Sg - TAnpéw Nominative
main verb article

— constative aorist

nAnpdw: 'fill, fulfill, bring to fullness'; the
prior word of Gen 15:6 found its full
realization in the deed of Gen 22.

\
YPaen
Scripture
Nominative

subject

ypa@n: 'Scripture'; the written word, here
Gen 15:6.

(4

n

the one
Nominative

article (substantizing the participle)

™

P

Aéyovoa

saying

Pres Act Ptc - Nom Sg Fem - Aéyw
attributive participle (modifying ypaeprj)
— customary present (standing text)

Aéyw: 'say'; the citation-formula 'the
Scripture which says!

EMIOTEVOEV
believed

Aor Act Indic 3 Sg - moTedw

verb of citation
— constative aorist

motevw: 'believe, trust'; Gen 15:6 LXX —
Abraham's trust in God's promise.

™

¢

and
connective conjunction (within citation)

8¢: the connective of the LXX citation (Gen
15:6).
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Kol

0 0
Abraham the God and
Nominative Dative Dative coordinating conjunction (within citation)
subject (within citation) article dative object of éniorevoey
I ‘APpady: indeclinable name; the believer. | 0ed¢: God, the object of Abraham's trust.
£loyicOn avT®d €lg dikatoovvnv
it was reckoned to him as righteousness
Aor Pass Indic 3 Sg - Aoyilouat Dative preposition (predicate/result) Accusative
verb of citation dative of advantage gl + acc.: 'for, as' (Hebraizing predicate object of eig

use) — reckoned 'as/unto righteousness.

— constative aorist

Aoyilopa: 'reckon, credit, count'; a
commercial/accounting term — faith
credited 'as righteousness' (the same text
Paul cites, Rom 4:3).

Sikatoolvn: 'righteousness'; the status
credited to Abraham's faith.

Kol @iAog Oc00 £kANOn
and friend of God he was called
coordinating conjunction Nominative Genitive Aor Pass Indic 3 Sg - kaAéw
predicate nominative objective/relational genitive main verb
¢ilog: 'friend'; 'friend of God' — Abraham's 0£66: God, whose friend Abraham was — constative aorist
honorific (2 Chr 20:7; Isa 41:8), a title born named.

24

of faith proven in obedience.

opdrte 611 €€ Epywv dikatodtal AvOpwmog Kai 00K £k TOTEWS UOVOV.

You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone.

CONCLUSION (THE THESIS STATED)  AsynpeTon —The famous conclusion — the only NT occurrence of
niotig pévov (‘faith alone'), which James denies. The plural 6pate addresses all readers: justification

(vindication of faith as real) is 'by works, not by a bare, workless faith.

koAéw: 'call, name'; Abraham 'was called'
God's friend — the title sealing the union of
faith and works.
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opdarte ot &€ Epywv

you see that by works

Pres Act Indic 2 Pl 6pdw conjunction (content clause) preposition (basis) Genitive

main verb | Jtu: introduces the conclusion drawn. £k + gen.: 'on the basis of; works as the object of €€

— customary present evidential ground of justification. gpyov: deeds — by which faith is shown

< R genuine and a person vindicated.
Opdw: 'see, perceive'; widening from the

singular pAéneig (v.22) to address all — 'you

all see!
dikarodtan avOpwmnog Kal 0UK
is justified a person and not
Pres Pass Indic 3 Sg - Sikatdw Nominative coordinating conjunction negative
main verb subject oUk: negates 'by faith alone!
— gnomic present (general truth) &vOpwmog: 'human being'; anyone — the

universal principle.
dikatdw: 'justify, show righteous'; the P

gnomic present states the principle — a
person is shown/declared righteous by
faith-enacting works.

€K TMUOTEWG uévov

by faith alone

preposition (basis) Genitive adverbial (qualifying niotewg)

I €k + gen.: 'on the basis of! object of éx uévov: 'only, alone'; adverbial — 'by faith

only, the bare, deedless faith repudiated

niotig: faith; here qualified by pévov — the
throughout the section.

workless 'faith alone' James rejects (not
Paul's faith that works through love, Gal
5:6).
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~

ekParoboq;

And likewise was not even Rahab the prostitute justified by works when she received the messengers

and sent them out by another way?

SCRIPTURE PROOF 11 (RAHAB) ~O€ A second, deliberately contrasting example: not the patriarch but

a Gentile prostitute — yet she too was 'justified by works, her faith (cf. Heb 11:31) proved by the risky
reception and rescue of the spies (Josh 2).

ouoiwg d¢ Kal Paaf
likewise and even Rahab
adverb (drawing the parallel) continuative conjunction adverbial (ascensive ‘even') Nominative
opoiwg: 'in like manner'; pairing Rahab's | 8¢: adding the second proof. Kal: ascensive — 'even Rahab, the unlikely subject
case with Abraham's. example. ‘Padp: indeclinable name; the Canaanite of

Jericho, model of faith-in-action (Heb
11:31) and an ancestress of the Messiah

(Matt 1:5).
(4 14 2 bl
| nopvn oUK e&
the prostitute not by
Nominative Nominative interrogative negative (expecting 'yes') preposition (basis)

article apposition to Podp oUk: anticipates 'yes! ¢k + gen.: 'on the basis of'; works again the

népvn: 'prostitute, harlot'; the candid ground of vindication.

epithet heightens the grace — even she was
justified by faith's works.
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Epywv £dikonwon unode€apévn TOUG

works was justified having received the
Genitive Aor Pass Indic 3 Sg - dikadw Aor Mid Ptc - Nom Sg Fem - bmodéxopat Accusative
object of €€ main verb adverbial participle (temporal/means) article
I €pyov: her deeds of hospitality and rescue. — constative aorist — coincident aorist
Sikardw: 'justify, show righteous'; the same vnodéxouat: 'receive as a guest, welcome';
verdict as Abraham (v.21) — faith proved by the hospitable, perilous sheltering of the
works. spies (Josh 2:1-6).
ayyélov Kol ETEPQ 08®
c 1 t P [3 13
messengers and another way
Accusative coordinating conjunction Dative Dative
direct object of vmoSelauévn attributive adjective dative of means/route (with ékfatovon)
dyyehog: 'messenger'; here the human €tepog: 'another, different'; a different 0086¢: 'way, road'; the alternate path of
spies/scouts sent by Joshua (not 'angels'). route, away from danger. escape.
b4 ~
ekPalodoa

26

having sent out

Aor Act Ptc - Nom Sg Fem * ékBaAAw

adverbial participle (temporal/means)
— coincident aorist

€kPaAw: 'cast out, send out'; here 'sent
them off, dispatched' — securing their safe
departure (Josh 2:15-16).

WOTEP YapP TO COUA XWPLG TVEVHATOG VEKPOV E0TLV, OUTWG KAl 1] TOTIG XWPIG EPYWV VEKPA EGTLV.

For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead.

CONCLUSION (CLOSING MAXIM)  YAP  ydp grounds and seals the whole unit with an analogy: as a

corpse is a body from which the life-breath has departed, so 'faith' without works is not living faith at
all but a lifeless thing. The inclusio with v.17 closes the section.
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Domep Yop T0 odua
just as for the body
comparative particle explanatory/causal conjunction Nominative Nominative
omep: 'just as, even as'; introducing the | ydp: grounds the conclusion of the section. article subject (of comparison clause)
controlling simile. o®ua: 'body'; the corpse-image — body and
breath.
XWPIG TVEVUATOG VEKPOV £0TLV
without spirit / breath dead is
improper preposition (+ gen.) Genitive Nominative Pres Act Indic 3 Sg - eiui
xwpig: 'apart from'; the recurring term, object of ywpi predicate adjective copula (comparison clause)

here body apart from breath.

nvedpa: 'spirit, breath'; here the life-breath | vekpdg: 'dead"; the body without breath.

— stative present

(cf. Gen 2:7) whose absence makes a corpse | clui: tis!
— the analogue of works to faith. e
(74 \ L4 ’7
OLTWG KOl n TOoTIC
s0 also the faith
adverb (correlative with ¢Somep) adverbial (adjunctive) Nominative Nominative
oUtwg: 'so, in this way'; completing the | kad: 'also' — 'so too faith! article subject
simile. niotig: faith — the kind without works, the
section's whole concern.
\ v Ié b
XWP16 EPYWV VEKPQA EOTIV
without works dead is
improper preposition (+ gen.) Genitive Nominative Pres Act Indic 3 Sg - eiui
I Xwpic: 'apart from'; faith apart from works. object of xwplg predicate adjective copula

€pyov: deeds — the 'breath' that makes
faith alive.

vekpdg: 'dead'; the closing verdict, sealing
the inclusio with v.17.

On the text. Verse punctuation and paragraphing are editorial and conventional. A
few well-known points are not annotated in the apparatus: the rhetorical

punctuation of v.1 (whether ur| év tposwroAnuiaig is a question or prohibition); the

— stative present

eipi: 'is'; the final equative verb.



spelling tpocwmoAnuio/mpocwroAnuioig (Alexandrian -uy-) over against the
later -pmt- forms; the variant &pyr/vekpd in v.20 (the older witnesses read dpy, 'idle,
ineffective, adopted here); and the perfect/aorist alternation in the citation of Gen
15:6 at v.23 (énfotevoev, with the LXX). Where editions differ trivially the more

widely printed reading is given.

On the labels. Parsing gives TenseVoiceMood-Person'Number (+ CaseNumber-Gender
for participles) and lemma. The syntactic-function and semantic-force tiers follow
standard intermediate-grammar categories (e.g. Wallace, Greek Grammar Beyond the
Basics); both involve interpretive judgment, and the majority reading has been
chosen where opinions differ. Lexical notes condense commonly cited data
(etymology, sense range, synonym contrasts, NT frequency, OT/LXX echoes) and are
no substitute for a lexicon.

On the discourse tier. Discourse structure operates above the word, so it is shown at
the clause/verse level (the connective, the relation it signals, and the role of the
clause) and summarized in the chapter outline. Relation labels, any proposed chiasm,
and the paragraph divisions reflect a common reading of the argument; other

discourse analyses segment and label some relations differently.



